COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 27th April 2004 there were present: -


Councillors
A M Lacey (Mayor)




Mrs J A Marrott (Deputy Mayor)




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




D J Atherley




Mrs J Baynham




C T Elsmore




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




R D Phelps

J A Shaw

APOLOGIES were received from Councillor C P Kay, County Councillor P Chamberlain, District Councillor Professor A Bensted and District Councillor Mrs P Evans.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 30th March 2004 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

1 (a)
MILE END CEMETERY

A follow up meeting with Forest of Dean District Council officers and representatives from other parishes regarding funding arrangements will take place in May and an up date on the situation will be available at the May meeting.

1 (b)
COMMEMORATIONS OF 60th ANNIVERSARY OF D DAY LANDINGS

Invitations have been sent and a draft Order of Service written.  The clerk advised that a new flag was required.

Following short discussion members agreed to send letters of invitations to the smaller primary schools in the area and to the Brownie packs in the area.

Resolved: To purchase a new Union flag

Proposed by Councillor N Penny, seconded by Councillor C Lusty

Councillor M Weston joined the meeting at 7.08pm.

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

2.
COLEFORD CEMETERY CHARGES 2003/4

The District Council had given notification of their charges for Mile End and Yew Tree Brake cemeteries for the new financial year.  Following discussion all members were in favour of the proposal by Councillor C Elsmore, seconded by Councillor C Lusty that Coleford Town Council adopt similar charges for Coleford Cemetery for 2003/4.

3.
COLEFORD CEMETERY VANDALISM

During the weekend of 16th – 18th April various graves had been vandalised, flowers removed from pots, pots turned over and a marble cherub smashed on a child’s grave.  The clerk had taken photographic evidence of some of the damage.  Flowers had been placed on the child’s grave on behalf of the Town Council and the clerk had visited the mother.  The police had been informed.

Members expressed extreme concern and disgust in particular at the defacing of a child’s grave and noted that the last time damage had occurred was approximately 5 years ago.

4.
TOWN COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

Councillor N Penny advised that the work was progressing and on schedule for distribution in mid-June.  The design proof should be produced for the next Town Council meeting.  It was hoped that the format of the newsletter would help to make the Council more approachable.  

5.
TOWN COUNCIL WEB-SITE

Councillor N Penny had met the clerk and it was hoped that the web-site would be active in mid-June and give a good profile of the work of the Council.  The domain names had been registered.  A proposal by Councillor N Penny that agendas and the minutes of meetings, once verified, be posted on the web-site to make the Council more accessible to the public.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor R Phelps and unanimously agreed. 

6.
TOWN COUNCIL OFFICE RENT REVIEW

Formal notification of a rent increase to £12000 per annum for the next five-year period of the lease had been received.

Acceptance of this new rent was proposed by Deputy Mayor Councillor Mrs J Marrott, seconded by Councillor N Penny and unanimously agreed.  The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey signed the agreement of behalf of the Council.

7.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 5th April having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly. 

Proposed Councillor R Phelps, Seconded Councillor D Atherley

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF2299/H (P0561/04/FUL)
Alterations and extension to
No objections

Carlton Cottage


dwelling

Station Road

Coleford

DF2069/X (P0568/04/FUL)
Erection of a first floor

No objections

10 Primrose Drive

extension over existing

Milkwall


garage

Coleford

DF1092/3/U (P0519/04/FUL)
Variation of condition (a) of
*

Land at



DF1092/F/Ap to allow revised

Lords Hill


drainage arrangements

Coleford

*Oppose – Coleford Town Council feel that the Planning Services department should insist on adherence with the original plans previously agreed.  Clarification should also be sought from the Environment Agency regarding their comments as stated in the copy letter from Lords Gate Developments to FODDC dated 26/3/04 as this has implications for any other building where the public sewerage system cannot be used.  In addition the Town Council is very concerned over the length of the proposed private sewer and would expect it be to an adoptable standard.

DF161/B (P0611/04/FUL)
Alterations and extensions to 
No objections

Oaklands 


dwelling.  Alterations to

Parkend Walk


vehicular access.

Coalway

Coleford

DF12933 (P0606/04/OUT)
Erection of one dwelling.

No objections

15 Bixhead Walk


Construction of new

Broadwell


vehicular access.

Coleford

DF12932 (P0605/04/FUL)
Alterations and erection of a two 
No objections

15 Bixhead Walk


storey extension (Demolition of

Broadwell


single storey buildings).  Erection of


Coleford



a detached private car garage. 





Construction of new vehicular

access.

DF4983/D/ADV (P0648.04/ADV)
Erection of two non

Coleford Town Council would

Unicorn House


illuminated fascia signs.

recommend that the sign 

Market Place 






should be of traditional

Coleford







material as the property is

within the conservation area.

DF6974/A (P0643/04/FUL)
Erection of a 


No objections

4 Angel Field


conservatory.

Coleford





APPLICATIONS

Thirteen copies of letters to Forest of Dean District Council from residents in Kingsmead had been received in objection to the planning application for houses on the remainder of the Kingsmead site.


As the Town Council had already responded to the District Council on this application the clerk was instructed to forward copies to the District Council in addition to the Council’s formal observations.

ROAD CLOSURE NOTICE

Notification of Road Closures during the Music Festival had been received.

The clerk was instructed to write to Gloucestershire Constabulary requesting traffic cones be placed in Bowen Hill in the interest of road safety.

CORRESPONDENCE

8.
ENGLISH DEMOCRATS PARTY – RE BY-ELECTIONS

The political party had requested that they receive notice of any by-election forthcoming.  The letter would be held on file should a vacancy occur.

9.
INCA PRODUCTS LTD – RE ACID ETCHING

Inca Products advised that following the ceasing of trading of Markerfold Ltd they are happy to continue acid-etching the mosaics.

The clerk was instructed to obtain quotations from Inca for the acid etching and to enquire if the company is able to carry out a tortus test. 

10.
GCC – COMMUNITY SERVICES – EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT LEAFLET


A small supply of the new Emergency Management leaflets had been received.  Further copies were requested by members.

11.
GCC – ENVIRONMENT DIRECTORATE – GLOUCESTERSHIRE STRUCTURE PLAN – 3rd ALTERATION REPORT


Letter advising that the Examination in Public panel report is now available to the public. 

12.
GCC – ENVIRONMENT DIRECTORATE – PROPOSED 30MPH IN NEWLAND STREET


The letter confirmed the proposed increase in the area covered by the 30mph limit as had previously verbally been advised by the County.

13.
FODDC – ALLOWANCES FOR PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILLORS – COPY OF AGREED SCHEME


A copy of this allowance scheme is held on file.

14.
ZURICH MUNICIPAL – ANNUAL LOCAL COUNCIL ADVISORY SERVICE SEMINAR


Following discussion members agreed that Councillors Mrs C Allaway-Martin and Mrs S Merrikin attend the seminar in Cardiff on 24th June 2004.

15.
LETTERS RE KINGSMEAD DEVELOPMENT FROM RESIDENTS


These letters had been discussed under minute number 7.

16.
COPY LETTER FROM D MORGAN TO FODDC RE PLANNING APPLICATION FOR THE PADDOCKS


Members noted receipt of this copy letter regarding a planning application on which the Town Council had previously made observations.

17.
GAPTC – NOTIFICATION OF AGM AND CALL FOR RESOLUTIONS


Members noted the date and venue and agreed to bring any suggestions for resolutions for debate at the AGM to the next Council meeting.

18.
GAPTC – NEWSLETTER


On receipt of the March newsletter the clerk had obtained various updated guidance notes.  Members noted that these were held on file.

19.
NALC – INFORMATION RE ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Members noted that the annual Conference was to be held in Scarborough in October.

20.
BOWS – LAUNCH 5th MAY


An invitation to this event had been received.  Deputy Mayor Councillor Mrs J Marrott and Councillor Mrs J Baynham would attend.

21.
STAUNTON PARISH COUNCIL – NEWSLETTER


Members noted receipt of the Newsletter and in particular the item regarding Tarmac’s planning application 3849/PATS re Stowfield Quarry.

22.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE INFORMATION ADVICE AND GUIDANCE PARTNERSHIP – RE FREE WORKSHOPS IN COLEFORD


Members noted the information regarding the free workshops.

23.
LOCAL COUNCILS UPDATE – VARIOUS LEGISLATION CHANGES


The April 2004 update had been received.  Members noted this included various charges in legislation.

24.
POLICE AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING – 4th MAY


Councillor D Atherley would attend on behalf of the Council.

25.
FOREST OF DEAN CROSSROADS – FUNDING REQUEST


The group had written requesting a donation.  The clerk was instructed to advise that the request would be held until the Donations meeting in December.

26.
OFFICE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER – CONSULTATION PAPER ON PLANNING POLICY STATEMENT 1 AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN PLANNING


Copies of these papers had been obtained and the clerk was instructed to obtain further copies for members.

27.
E-MAIL – DURSLEY TOWN COUNCIL – RE SALE OF MACHINERY


Dursley Town Council were offering a giant vacuum machine for sale.  Members did not wish to make an offer for the item.

28.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – HEALTH AND WELLBEING EVENT 20th MAY


Councillor Mrs J Baynham hopes to attend the event.

29.
FOREST OF DEAN HISTORY FAIR 


Members noted that the 3rd History Fair will take place at Lydney on 16th May. 

30.
E-MAIL – KAREN WASHINGTON RE HAMPSHIRE GARDENS


Mrs Washington had written on behalf of the residents requesting use of the Council Chamber to hold a meeting to discuss formulating a formal group.  Members discussed the request.  The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey proposed that the Town Council agree to the use of the Council Chamber for this one-off meeting and that Councillor J Shaw attend as an observer and for liaison purposes.  Councillor D Atherley seconded the proposal which was unanimously agreed by all members.

31.
COLEFORD TOURIST INFORMATION OFFICE


The Tourist Information Centre requested notification of any notable events for inclusion in their publications.  Members noted this request.

32.
COLEFORD CRICKET CLUB – GROUND ROLLER


The club have been offered a heavy-duty roller and requested that the Town Council make a contribution to the overall cost of £200.  Councillor R Phelps proposed a contribution of £100 towards the cost of the roller.  Councillor N Penny seconded this and members unanimously agreed.

33.
INTER-DISTRICT COUNTY YOUTH CRICKET


Coleford Cricket Club had again been invited to host a match on 20th August.  All members agreed that last years event had been very successful and Councillor Mrs S Merrikin proposed that details be discussed at the next meeting.

34.
MEMBERS REPORTS


Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott’s written report advised that South West Regional Development Agency had still not agreed funding for Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum and that she had recently been part of a deputation to meet SWRDA’s Head of Operations.  GMTF were again contacting local MP’s to ask for their intervention at government level.


Together with Councillor J Shaw, Deputy Mayor Councillor Mrs J Marrott had attended a training day at Lydney Town Council offices on Staff Appeals Procedures.  Information from the training will be discussed at the office sub-committee.


In a verbal update on the Coleford Partnership Annual General Meeting Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott advised that in addition £5000 from Coleford Town Council, South West Regional Development Agency had contributed £10000 towards the Community Centre feasibility study.  The District and County Councils would also be invited to make a contribution.


Councillor M Weston reported that complaints had been received regarding loud music, very bad language and tables on the pavement outside licensed premises in the town.   Other members referred to the intimidation felt by the elderly and young teenagers.


Councillor R Phelps spoke of the possibility of a local bylaw to prohibit drinking in the streets.  Coleford Town Council could be proactive in instigating this.  When necessary the bylaw could be suspended.  Councillor R Phelps said he would be willing to be part of a working party.


Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin referred to the changing climate regarding street drinking and that the police may now be happy to support.  Coleford should be a family friendly town.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott suggested writing to the District Council, who will be the licensing authority, regarding a new bylaw.

All members supported this action.

Councillor C Lusty had attended the Annual General Meeting of the Forest of Dean Sea Cadets and was impressed with the organisation.

Councillor C Lusty had also attended the Annual General Meeting of the Angus Buchanan Recreation Ground Committee.

Councillor N Penny reported a raised manhole cover in Mushet Walk and the problems with the fit of the new Clock Tower doors.

The clerk will speak to Tim Orson regarding the doors.

Councillor Mrs S Merrikin referred to recent intimidation of the elderly in the Hampshire Gardens area by teenagers and commended the response given by Community Police Support officers Neil Evans and Sue Lewis who now regularly patrol the area and are getting to know the public as well as co-ordinating with the Street Wardens.

The clerk was instructed to write to the police thanking the above officers for their support to the community.

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin’s written report on attending the Community Play and Sport Conference on 30th April with Councillor Mrs S Merrikin referred in particular to the issues regarding the Disability Discrimination Act and managing public spaces.   


Councillor D Atherley reported that parishioners had expressed concerns that a large quantity of executive style houses may be built at Berry Hill.


Councillor C Elsmore advised that he had been approached by Union Road residents who requested “traffic calming humps” at either end of the road to deter through traffic.


Members agreed that this would be discussed at the next meeting with the Highways Supervisor on 18th May. 


The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey had attended a celebration at the Childrens Opportunity Centre in Coleford at the end of a 5-year partnership with GlaxoSmithKline.  The centre is used by a large number of children and parents throughout the Forest and is looking for sponsorship.  Children with special needs require specialised help, often one to one resulting in high costs.

35.
IN COMMITTEE

Gloucestershire Association of Parish and Town Councils had responded to an enquiry from the clerk regarding inspections of the King George V field following the Council’s insurance company’s current requirement for daily inspections.  Gloucestershire Playing Field Associations had advised the County Secretary that a volunteer could do the checks provided they were fully documented.

Ernest Heal & Sons had notified the Council by e-mail of a recent problem with arranging a Saturday burial at Mile End Cemetery. 

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott and Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin would discuss this when they meet with District Council officers and members of the Parishes regarding Cemetery issues on 20th May.

36.
ACCOUNTS

2263 Shane Ball Gardening Services – April



193.67

2264 Forest of Dean District Council – Rates


114.00

2265 Forest of Dean District Council – Rates – Cemetery for year
292.33

2266 Information Commissioner




  35.00

2267 Forest Equipment Services Ltd




  98.70

2268 Merlin Waste






  48.30

2269 Skip-it







  50.00

2270 G E Capital






260.00

2271 V G Mitchell





          1135.72

2272 C Wilkins






766.94

2273 Gloucestershire County Council – Pensions


401.76

2274 Inland Revenue






237.82

2275 Lydney Town Council





  20.00

2276 BT







169.22

2277 npower







  10.63

2278 Gloucestershire Media





  67.56

2279 OfficeStar






  46.29

2280 BT







148.02

INCOME

High Interest Account

13/04/04 Gross Credit Interest




176.08

26/04/04 Precept




                    63082.50

27/04/04 Norwich Union Monthly Income



  10.11

Current Account

15/04/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (Monks)



290.00

23/04/04 Sundry Credit – N C Pegler (Butler)


  40.00

                                          P Blatchly (Grail/Lewis/Teague)

240.00

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 8.58pm.
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